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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



William Purefey of Drayton, county Leicester gent. 
Will 26 April 1634; proved 19 May 1634. To my wife Jane 
Purefey one half of my household stuff. To the poor 40s. 
To my servants so much as my executors think fit. Rest of 
my goods to be sold and the money employed as I appoint. 
For the land in Atterton which Was purchased by William 
Purefey of Caldecoate and Henry Grey of Burbage, Esqrs, with 
part of the legacy of £400 which was bequeathed to my only 
son Michael Purefey by the will of his godfather Michael 
Purfey deceased, my will is that said land shall either be as- 
sured to my said son and his heirs by said William Purefey 
and Henry Grey or otherwise be sold by them, if it shall seem 
good, to my executors and the price thereof together with 
the money formerly mentioned to be employed in the pur- 
chase of lands of inheritance in the name of my said son and 
heirs. Two thirds of the rents of said lands so purchased 
shall be paid to my said wife Jane half yearly : if said two thirds 
exceed £40 per annum then the overplus shall go as in my will 
disposed. The third part of the rents shall go to the main- 
tenance of my son and for his education. If said son shall 
die before 21 years of age then the whole profits to my said wife 
so long as she continues a widow. After such death of her 
second marriage my executors shall have £100 apiece towards 
their pains and the rest of the profits of said lands divided be- 
twixt my brother Edward Purefey and my nephew Raphe 
Purefey of Shaldeston, Clerke. I appoint my nephews 
George Purefey of Wadley, county Berks and William Purefey 
of Cgldecoate, county Warwick, and Henry Grey of Burbage 
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county Leicester Esqure executors. Aforesaid nephews and 
executors to be guardians of said son. Witness: Edw. Purefey, 
Geo. Abbott, Robt Mason, J. Withers. 
Geo. Abbott, Robt Mason, J. Withers. Seager, 36. 

[Capt. Thomas Purefoy came to Virginia before 1628 and was for a 
number of years a man of prominence. He named a tract of land (1000 
acres) for which he obtained a grant, "Drayton". The intricacies of 
the Purefoy pedigree in England are too great for a genealogist not 
specially equipped; but the testator was probably a son of William 
Purefoy of Caldecote, who married Katherine Wigston, This William, 
a grandson of Thos. Purefoy, of Daryton, had a brother Humphrey 
Purefoy of Baswell (died 1598), who married Alice Paunt. Some 
Americans have jumped to the conclusion that Thomas, a son of Hum- 
phrey was the emigrant to Virginia. He may have been but there is 
no proof of it.] 



Abstract of the Nuncupative WILL of WILLIAM WEST, 
of Dedsham in the parish of Slinfold, co. Sussex, gent. 
[No month] 1610. (sic) Proved 21 June 1616. 

That he then taking his voyage unto Virginia (where he died) 
did declare, that all his goods whatsoever, unto MARY BLUNT, 
the wife of RICHARD BLUNT, of Dedsham, Esq. and did 
then appoint the said MARY, Executrix. 

WALTER HENLEY, JOHN IRETON, and others: Wit- 
nesses. 

Proved June 21 1916 by the Sole Executrix named. 60 Cope. 
[In the fall of 1610 the Indians killed, near the Falls of James River, 
Capt. William West, nephew of Lord Delaware, then Governor of 
Virginia. Doubtless he was the testator.] 



Mr. THOMAS ROPER [no place] [Parts beyond the Seas] 
No date. Proved 5 Feb. 1626-7 

I desire that JOHN WEST my servant maie bee sett free and 
likewise ALEXANDER GILL Servant to Captain PIERCE 
or else if he refuse to release him then the said ALEXANDER 
GILL to receive 2001b of tobacco from Cagtain PIERCE. 
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All tobaccoes due to me in Virginia tl my brother JOHN 
ROPER in England and that Mr. GEORGE FITZ JEFF- 
ERYES receave it to the use of my said brother. 
One payre of linnen Breeches to WILLIAM SMITH of James 
City. 

To my brother JOHN ROPER, £300 in the hands of my father 
in law Mr. THOMAS SHEAPERD, of Mome [?Moine] in 
Bedfordshire 

To Mr. HAUTE WYATT, Minister of James City, 50s. 
Residuary Legatee: my brother JOHN ROPER 
HAUT WYATT, WILLIAM SMITH, GEORG FITZ JEFF- 
EREY : Witnesses. 

5 Feb. 1626-7 Administration granted to JOHN ROPER, 
principal legatee no executors being named. May 1624 ad- 
ministration granted to THOMAS SHEPARD father of JOHN 
ELIZABETH & CONSTANCE SHEPARD brother and sister 
"ex materno" of said deceased, during minor estate. 11 
Skinner. 

[Thomas Roper, "of Milden in Bedfordshire, Gent.", came to Vir- 
ginia in 1623. Capt. Pierce was Wiliiam Pierce, member of the Coun- 
cil. George Fitz Geffrey "of Howton Conquest; Bedfordshire, gent," 
came to Virginia in 1623. Haute Wyatt, minister of Jamestown, was 
brother of Governor Sir Francis Wyatt, and had two sons who settled 
in Virginia. 1 

Abstrat of the WILL of JOHN STEPTOE, late of Ock- 
ingham, in oo. Barks., scrivenor. 

Dated 20 March 1610. Proved 27 March 1611. 

He gave all his goods and chattels, to his daughter RUTHE 
STEPTOE. 

Sole executor: his brother ALEXANDER STEPTOE. 
ELIZABETH CLEERE, MARY CHILDE, widowe; JOHN 
WATMORE; ROGER HAWTHORNE; Witnesses. 
Proved 27 March 1611 by the Sole Executor named. 22 Wood. 
[Several of the wills here given are those of persons of rather unusual 
names, and will serve as clues for further research. Great Britian and 
the United States are now closer together than at any time since 1775, 
and when the war is over many more Americans will be interested in 
tracing their ancesty to the old home. Anthony Steptoe, the first of 
the name in Va. was born 1653 and was living in Northumberland Co., 
Va. 1697. He came with Mr John Cossens from Cudridge [Goodrich?) 
near Bishops Walton, Hampshire.] 
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James Hawley of Brainford, county Middlesex, Esquier 
Will 2 September 1622; proved 4 May 1624. 
To my son William Hawley £150. To my daughters Kather- 
ine and Susan £200 apiece. To my three children which I 
had by my last (sic) wife, Henry, Valentine and Thomas to be 
paid at their ages of 14 years. Residue to my son Jerom 
Hawley sole executor. My cosen Valentine Saunders thelder 
and my brother William Hawley and Henry Hawley, Over- 
seers. Witnesses: Arthur Mundye, John Barnard, 42 Byrde. 

[James Hawley, the testator, was brother of Jerome Hawley who 
was a member of the Council of Maryland 1634, returned to England in 
1635; but came back to Virginia early in 1638 as colonial treasurer, and 
died during the year. Henry Hawley, long Governor or Councillor of 
Barbadoes, and William Hawley, long a resident of Maryland were also 
brothers of James. See Neill's Virginia Carolorum 139-142] 



Richard Kennor of Shipton under Whichwood, county 
Oxon, yeoman. Woll 17 September 1627; proved 13 No- 
vember 1627 To Cathedral Church of Christchurch in Oxon 
12d. To parish church of Hollywell suburbs of Oxford 6s. 8d. 
To Church of Shipton 10s. To poor of Shipton £5. To my 
daughter Elizabeth Surman's two children £10 each. To my 
daughter Edith Richardson £40. To my daughter Katherin 
Willet £40. To Jane Millerd the daughter of my daughter 
Anne Millerd £10. To my daughter Susan Harris now wife 
of John Harris £40. To Richard Kennor son of my son John 
Kennor deceased my house and lands in Handborough, county 
Oxon. For want of heirs of said Richard then I give said house 
and lands to the heirs of my daughter Katherine Willett for 
ever. To said Richard also £30. To Richard Painter my 
daughter Edith's son £5. To my wife Joane Kennor £50. 
with bedding and furniyure Residue to my sons in law William 
Otwell als Stevens and Thomas Skay executors. William Hunt 
of Faringdon and Mr. Fryers Minister of Askot Overseers 20s. 
each. Witnesses; Stevens, John Tomes, Zach. Smith. 103 
Skynner. 

[This will and the following one may indicate the localty where 
search should be made for the ancestry of Richard Kenner, who settled 
in Northumberland County, Va., before 1664, married in that year 
Elizabeth, daughter of Matthew Rodham, and was a member of the 
House of Burgesses 1688, 1691, 1692.] 
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Henry Kenner of St. Peters Baylie in the city of Oxford, 
Taylor. Will 20 November 1639; proved 28 February 1639. 
Body to parish churchyard neare unto my children. My 
house and lands at Ockingham county Berks which I bough of 
Mr. Henry Langley of Abingdon to my wife Marie for her life, 
afterwards to my son Benjamin Kenner and lawful heirs. 
If he die without issue then to my two daughters Marie and 
Martha Kenner and their heirs equally, for default to my right 
heirs. To my son Benjamin £10 at 21 years. To my daughters 
Marie and Martha £10 apece at 21 years or marriage. So soon 
as my son Benjamin shall be seized of said house and land he 
shall pay to his said two sisters £5 apiece. To my father 
William Kenner and my mother Winifred Kenner 2s. 6d. 
apeece for a pair of gloves. To my father and mother in law 
Francis and Ann Lath 2s. 6d. each for gloves as a token. Res- 
idue to my wife Mary sole executrix. My friends John Ban- 
ister of the city of Oxford, Cordwainer, John Bolt of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, Cordwainer, John Bolt of the University 
of Oxford, cooke, Mr. John Fulckes of Oxford Taylor and 
Richard Phillipps of Oxford, Cordwainer, Overseers. To each 
of them a pair of gloves. Witnesses; Francis Lath, Anne Lath, 
Thomas Holloway. 29 Coventry. 



Epaphroditus Lawson of Drunmin parish of Kill, county 
Cavan, gent. Will 12 July 1718; proved 11 May 1719. To 
wife Margret Lawson benefit of a lease I hold from Honble 
Thomas Coote Esq of part of Drunmin part of Corncarrow, 
and 3 tenements in Coothill and at her decease to my son Coote 
Lawson. To my 4 daughters Mary Lawson, Jane Lawson, 
Katheren Lawson, and Elizabeth Lawson £100 my Brother 
in law Mr. John Williams put out at interest for my use. To my 
daughter Joan Grace £10. Executors: Wife and Cousen 
Henry Young of Cootehill. Witnesses: Allen Johnston, John 
Williams, John Williams junr. 
Prerogative Court Ireland. Will Book 1718-20, no 119. 

[Two brothers, Epaphroditus and Rowland Lawson, settled in Isle 
of Wight County, Va., as early as 1636, and subsequenlly removed to 
Lancaster County, Va. The family has many descendants. See this 
Magazine IV, 202. 203, 313, 314. What the connection with the testa- 
tor was does not appear] 
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John Pinkard, of Keynsham, county Somerset. Will 6 
May 1653; proved 30 Septemger 1653. I bequeath my body 
to be buried in the church of Keynsham, where I am now visited 
with sickness. I give unto my eldest son John £9, which Sir 
Thomas Bridges oweth unto me for meat; also one brown nag, 
and 10 fat ewes now in the marsh. To my son William £10 
at the end of 7 years. To my daughter in law Mary Mascall, 
£5 at her day of marriage; and the like to my daughters Joane, 
Mary and Jane Pinkard, always provided that these my daugh- 
ters be dutiful and obedient unto their mother, and match 
with her consent and approbation, otherwise my will is that 
they should have but 12d. apiece. All the rest of my goods I 
bequeath to my well beloved wife Mary, whom I make my ex- 
ecutrix. John Pinkard his mark Proved by the executrix 
named. Brent 167. 



William Pinkerd of Thenford, county Northampton, 
yeoman. Will 17 June 1645; proved 21 June 1653. I make my 
son Henry sole executor of my will, giving him all my temporal 
substance, including all my interests in a certain tenement 
in Sulgrave in the said county, and all my arable land in the 
fields of Sulgrave, with all the evidences, deeds and writings 
con?erning the same. To my son Robert I give 20s. The 
mark of William Pinkerd. Witnesses: William Osborn, min- 
ister of Thenford. Proved by the executor named. 3 Brent. 

[The counties represented in these two wills are too far apart, for 
them to be of much value as genealogical suggestions. The first of the 
name in Virginia was Capt. John Pinkard, of Lancaster County, who 
was a member of the House of Burgesses in 16S8, and died in 1689. 
Sec Wm. Mary Quartity XI, 262 &c.l 



Edmond Poythras of Dymock, county Gloucester, yeoman. 
Will 20 February 1639; proved 23 May 1630. To Edmond 
Harper son of Richard Harper of Much Markle county Here- 
ford 3s. To Marie Williams daughter of Richard Williams of 
Dymock aforesaid 3s. 4d. To Marie Barnett daughter of John 
Barnett late of Ledbury 3s. 4d. To Elizabeth daughter of 
Edward Grifniths 3s. 4d. To Elizabeth Barnett wife of Francis 
Barnett my daughter in law 40s. To Sibill Greene wife of 
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Nicholas Greene of Llsoignton, county Wigorne 40s. To 
Joane and Anne Loveridge my daughters in law, singlewomen, 
all my free land arable and pasture lying in Much Marckle 
aforesaid and their heirs for ever paying to the chief lord of 
lords such rents as are of right custom. Residue to Jane my 
wife sole executrix. Witnesses: Hen. Hooper, Thos. Hooper, 
Wm. Gamon, Rich. Hooper, Hen. Hooper, Thos Whoper, 
Wm Gamon, Rich. Hooper. Coventry 62. 

[This name, spelled Poythress in Virginia, is a very unusual one, 
and has now, it is believed, only one male representative in America. 
The first of the name in Virginia was Francis Poythress, who was a 
planter and also agent for Lawrence Evans, a London merchant. In 1639 
Evans charged that Poythress had behaved very badly in the affairs of 
his agency. The Governor and Council appointed four of the ablest 
merchants in Virginia to examine the matter and they decided that 
Evans owed Poythress 13,876- lbs. tobacco as commissions. Later 
in the year Evans procured from the English Sub-Committee on Foriegn 
Plantations order for a new trial of the case; but nothing appears in regard 
to it. Francis Poythress was a Burgess for Charles City October 1644, 
Feb. 1644-5, Nov. 1647, for Northumberland Oct. 1649, and in March 
16 15-6 was appointed to command a force against the Indians. On acco unt 
of the destruction of most of the records of Charles City and Prince 
George it is impossible to prepare any full and sufficiently proved account 
of his descendants; but there is much infornation in regared to them 
in vols. VII; IX; and XIX, of this Magazine. Any investigation in 
England would do well to begin in Glaucestershire.] 



ROBERT LUNSFORD, of the parishe of Hollington 

Co. Sussex. 
Dated 13 Oct. 1611. Proved 24 Jan. 1611-12 

To the poor of the parish of Hollington, 10s. 
To ELIZABETH, my daughter, £100. 

To ANNE LUNSFORD, my daughter, fowerscore pounds to 
be paid at the age of eighteen yeares. 

To my daughter JOANE, fowerscore poundes, to be paid at 
like age. 

To my sonne, WILLIAM LUNSFORD, £100, to be paid at 
the age of one and twenty yeres. And my will is that WILL- 
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IAM BATHERST, of the Castle parishe shall have the bring- 
inge of him upp. 

To my sonne ROBERT LUNSFORD and to hjs heires for 
ever, the reversion of my landes called Channey after my fath- 
er 's decease, lyinge in the parishe of Saint Mihilles, Also two 
St. Clements in Hasting. Also one annunity of £3 out of the 
lands of JOHN YOUNGE, deceased, late of Tisherst called 
Qnedlye. 

To my sonne HARBERT LUNSFORD, my farm called 
Harely and Filsome, he payinge unto my wife ELIZABETH, 
50s. a yeare. 

Residuary Legatee and Sole Executrix: ELIZABETH my wife. 
If my wife marrye after my decease she shall enter into sufficient 
bonds to WILLIAM WOOD of Crowherst, gent., for the pay- 
inge of my Childrens portions. 

WILLIAM GRENEFIELD, PHILLIP WILSONNE: Wit- 
nesses. 

Proved 24 Jan. 1611-12 by the Sole Executrix named. 5 
Finne. 

[The tesator was the same family as Sir Thomas Lunsford, of 
Wylie, Sussex, who came to Virginia, and who had a brother, Sir Herbert 
Lunsford; but his name does not appear in the pedigree in Berry's Sussex 
Genealogies.] 



